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DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY AND WARRANTY 

 
This publication describes the author’s opinions regarding the subject matter 
herein. The author and publisher are not rendering advice or services pertaining 
to specific individuals or situations. For specific advice, or if expert assistance is 
required, the services of a qualified professional should be obtained. 
 
The author and publisher assume no responsibility whatsoever for the use of the 
information in this publication or for decisions made or actions taken based, in 
whole or in part, on the information in this publication. The author and publisher 
make no warranties, express or implied, regarding the information. Without 
limiting the foregoing, the author and publisher specifically disclaim and will not 
be responsible for any liability, loss, or risk incurred directly, indirectly or 
incidentally as a consequence of the use or misuse of any advice or information 
presented herein. Use this publication and information with good judgment and 
do the best you can in your particular situation. 
 
You agree to indemnify and hold the author and publisher, and their respective 
officers, directors, agents, employees, contractors and suppliers, harmless from 
any claim or demand, including reasonable attorneys’ fees, related to your use or 
misuse of this publication or the information contained therein. You further agree 
that you will cooperate fully in the defense of any such claims. 
 
Notice: As the purchaser of this electronic document you are permitted to store it 
and print it for your own personal use only. 
Otherwise, no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, recording, or otherwise without the prior written permission of the 
copyright owner and publisher. It is illegal to make a copy of all or part of this 
publication for someone else, even if you do not charge for the copy. If you have 
purchased this book from anywhere other than besteasyguides.com, including 
eBay, please report it to mike@finalsurvivalplan.com immediately. 
 
 

 

 



COPYRIGHT 

Those who have received or purchased the guide are neither authorized nor 
permitted to transmit copies of this guide to anyone without written permission. 
Giving away copies to people who haven’t paid for them is illegal under 
international copyright laws and will submit you to possible legal action. 
Therefore, the utilization of this file is limited to personal use only. 
 

 

TERMS AND DISCLAIMER 

By using, viewing, and interacting with this guide or the finalsurvivalplan.com 
website, you agree to all terms of engagement, thus assuming complete 
responsibility for your own actions. 
  
The authors and publishers will not be held liable or claim accountability for any 
loss or injuries. Use, view, and interact with these resources at your own risk. 
 
All products from finalsurvivalplan.com and its related companies are strictly for 
informational purposes only. While all attempts have been made to verify the 
accuracy of information provided on our website and within the publications, 
neither the authors nor the publishers are responsible for assuming liability for 
possible inaccuracies. 
  
The authors and publishers disclaim any responsibility for the inaccuracy of the 
content, including but not limited to errors or omissions. Loss of property, injury 
to self or others, and even death could occur as a direct or indirect consequence 
of the use and application of any content found herein. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This is the perfect guide for how to choose the right survival knife. This is by no 
means a definitive list, because it depends on your personal tastes and the 
situations you are likely to be in, but I hope to tell you some of the main features 
you should consider for a general purpose blade. 

 
        Image Notes 

1. If this guard is not here, you can use your thumb on the back of the blade for more grips. 

Step 1: The Law 

T law is fairly tight. I am not going to go too in depth about it, but my source of 
knowledge is here if you want to check up on it, or get some examples. In general: 

You may not carry a knife with more than 3" of cutting edge, and it may not lock 
open. Butterfly knives, flick knives, or other assisted opening knives are also 
banned; if you are caught with one in public, 
you will end up in jail. 

Knives over this length may not be carried 
without good reason. The exception to this is: 

1. Knives carried for work 

2. Knives carried for religious reasons 

3. Knives carried as part of national dress 

 



Step 2: Film knives 

Before I start, DO NOT be tempted by knives you see on TV and in films, such as 
Rambo. This is almost always the least practical knife you can have. It is much big 
to be used comfortably and for delicate jobs. It is also the wrong type of tool for 
bigger jobs. 

 

 

Step 3: Parts of a Knife 

I think the picture below just about covers it. There may also be a pommel, or 
butt cap at the bottom of the handle, and a guard at the bottom of the blade. 
There might also be a lanyard hole near the end of the handle. 

 

Step 4: Type of Knife 

For day to day jobs, a small folding pocket knife will suffice, with or without a lock 
(depending on where you are/the common uses). For general bushcraft and 



survival, a fixed knife is best, as a hinge provides a weak point. I will be 
concentrating on fixed knives in this guide. 

For use in the jungle, i would recommend taking a large machete or axe as well, to 
cut your way through dense undergrowth. 

 

Step 5: Size 

For the length of the blade, I find between 4" and 6" is the ideal length, 
short enough to get control for finer jobs, such as carving, and large 
enough for heavier jobs. 

Step 6: Tang 

The tang is the piece of metal attached to the blade that runs inside the 
handle. The top tang is an hidden partial tang or push tang. This may be 
useful if there is a hollow handle with a survival kit in it (a feature I would 
STRONGLY recommend you do not have, due to the loss of strength). The 
middle blade has a hidden rat's tail or stick tang. It extends the length of the 
handle and the handle is pressed or threaded on to it. The bottom blade 
has a full tang, which conforms to the shape of the handle. 

Having a partial tang may not be a sign of weakness, because it all 
depends on craftsmanship, but I would recommend getting a knife with a 
full tang or rat's tail tang. 

 

 



This means that even if your handle breaks, you have something to wrap a 
cloth around or use instead. 

Step 7: Knife Edge Grinds 

There are many different grinds, but there are 6 main ones. 

1. Hollow grind: This has a very sharp edge, and will cut through things 
very easily, but will not hold its edge well with use. 

2. Flat grind: The blade tapers from the spine to the edge on both sides. 

3. Saber grind: Saber grinds hold the edge well, but do not cut as easily as 
a hollow grind. it is similar to 2, but it starts further down the blade. 

4. Chisel grind: As like a chisel (hence the name), only one side is ground. 

5. Double bevel or compound bevel: The blade is thinner just behind the 
edge, which improves cutting ability. The actual edge, however, has a 
wider angle, so lasts longer, but does not cut as well. 

6. Convex grind: This is the opposite of a hollow grind. There is a lot of 
material behind the edge, so it holds an edge well, and is fairly sharp. it is 
often used on axes, and tools for heavy use and chopping. 

For a survival knife, I would recommend a saber grind or compound bevel, 
as these are easiest to sharpen without specialist tools, and hold their edge 
well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Step 8: Blade Shape 

As you can see, there are many different shapes. I am going to concentrate on the 
ones I would want on a general purpose knife. 

1 Clip Point: The clip point blade has a fine tip, so is good for digging and picking. 
You can also sharpen the curved section above it, to make a lethal hunting 
weapon. 

2. Spear point: A spear point or drop point is the standard blade shape used in 
penknives. it has a fair amount of material, so is very durable, and is good for 
cutting. It is not quite so good for delicate tip work, but is still a very useful blade 
shape. 

I can't tell you which one is best, it all depends on what you intend to do with the 
knife. You would use all of the below shapes for different purposes, so think 
about what you are likely to be doing, and make an educated choice. Personally, I 
would choose a Clip point, because I do quite a lot of delicate work, but it is up to 
you. 

If you are likely to be doing much skinning or gutting, then you might want to 
consider a serrated or wavy blade, which cuts through flesh like butter, but is 
harder to sharpen in the field. 

 

 



Step 9: Blade hardness 

The hardness of the blade is measured using the Rockwell Count scale (RC scale). 
It is determined by teh heat treating of the blade as it is made. 

High hardness (~ RC 60-65): 

This is more brittle, but holds an edge very well. Impacts may cause the blade to 
chip, so it is suited for small knives and general cutting. 

Medium hardness (~ RC 58-60): 

This is suitable for a wide range of tasks, and is what you would want for a general 
purpose survival knife. It holds an edge fairly well. 

Low hardness (~ RC 52-58): 

This is the least brittle, but does not hold an edge as well. It is used for impact 
blades, such as meat cleavers and axes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Step 10: Handle 

Handles are made from a wide range of materials, such as plastic, bone, horn, 
wood, leather and rubber. Rubber provides good grip, even when wet. Bone and 
horn are durable, and also provide an aesthetically pleasing finish. Wood and 
leather have a nice finish and a good grip, but will need some treatment to stop 
them deteriorating. 

Plastic is strong and not absorbent. 

The handle should comfortably fit your hand, and not leave blisters with 
prolonged use. This is down to personal preference. 

A guard between the blade and handle will help protect your hand. A single guard 
is generally better than a double, because it enables a range of different grips. 

 
Image Notes 
1. If this guard is not here, you can use your thumb on the back of the blade for more grips. 

Step 11: Sheath 

A knife should have a sheath, to protect both it and you. A sheath should be made 
from a strong material, such as leather or Kydex, and have a tunnel belt loop. 
Also, the handle should have a strap to stop it sliding out of the sheath. Some 
sheaths have a small pocket for a sharpening stone, which is extra weight but 
could be useful. It is up to you where you where your knife, on you belt or leg or 
wherever, but the police may not like the idea of a concealed blade! In public 
places, you should take it off and put it deep into a bag, or better still, not carry it 
unless absolutely necessary. 



 
         Image Notes 

1. This strap holds the knife securely in the sheath. 

 

Step 12: Knife Steel Type 

I think I have covered everything. You may have noticed, but there is no perfect 
survival knife. Nobody can predict exactly what will happen to them, so a knife 
has to adapt. Finally, be safe when using a knife, I have seen many injuries due to 
carelessness, but enjoy the outdoors. 

There are countless different types of steels, but for a survival knife they fall into 
two categories - stainless and carbon. Stainless is more rust resistant, and can be 
more brittle, but does not hold an edge so well and is harder to sharpen. Carbon 
steel is tougher, easier to sharpen and holds an edge well, but may rust if not 
cared for. 

I found a list here of some recommended survival knife steels. 

Recommended Stainless Steels 

S60V 

BG-42 

S90V 

CPM S30V 

CPM 154 (this is my favorite stainless steel) 

 

 

 



Recommended Carbon Steels 

D2 

A2 (this is my favorite carbon steel) 

O1 

Carbon V 

CPM 154 

 

 

 

 

 


